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Maple Canyon Enhancement Planning 
Workshop 3, Field Visit, Notes 
Saturday, January 30, 2016, 9:00am to 12:00pm 
 
 
Stakeholder Attendees 

 

San Diego Canyonlands Staff and Interns 

Eric Bowlby- Executive Director, Event Facilitator 
Miranda Hyldahl- Programs Coordinator 
Ariel Jacome-López  – SDCL Intern (hyrdro-modification issues in the canyons) 
Jon Fearn- GIS Intern (Conducting User Survey)  
Tershia d’Elgin – Working on solutions to the hydro-modification problem in the canyon stream 

 

Maple Canyon Stakeholders 

Ranger Jason Allen- Senior Park Ranger for urban canyons 
Roy McMakin- neighbor, President of 'Friends of Maple Canyon' 
Michael Jacobs 
John Lamb  
Kurt Schmidt  
Al Weiss 
Sally Fall 
Ann Garwood 

 
This is the third stakeholder meeting and the second field visit. Goal was to review viewpoints, 

connections and suggested trailheads on the east side of the canyon at the following locations: 
1. West side of 4th Ave. between Redwood St. & Palm St. (at footbridge) 
2. Palm west of 4th Ave., closed street 
3. 3rd Ave. north of Olive St. 
4. Olive St. Park 
5. 2nd Ave. north of Nutmeg St. 
6. Front St. north of Maple St. 
7. Waldo Waterman Park 
8. Brant St. north of Laurel St. 
9. Horton St. north of Laurel St. 
10. Truax House site (Union St. north of Laurel St.) 
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1) Trailhead Discussion and Orientation 

Signups occurred, Bowlby handed out agenda and maps. 

Self introductions. 

 
2) West Side of 4th Ave. between Redwood St. & Palm St. (at footbridge) 

 
x Currently, the Quince St. Footbridge delivers users to the edge of 4th Avenue. Is it possible to 

add sidewalk on 4th Ave. on canyon-side of street? 

x When walking south on the west side (canyon side) of 4th Ave. between Quince St. & Redwood 
St. you reach the guard rail and are forced to decide between jay walking to the other side of 
the street or walking around parked cars on the street in the line of traffic 

x Some stakeholders opposed adding a sidewalk due to possible increase of transient hang out 
and trash, suggested adding trash cans 

x Idea to close Quince St. between 4th Ave. & 5th Ave. and create a community garden that could 
act as a corridor from the canyon foot bridge to Balboa Park 

x Possible good viewpoints on west side of 4th Ave. over canyon 
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3) Palm St. West of 4th Ave., Closed Street 

 
x Here is the top of the storm drain (inlet) that connects to the outlet at the bottom of the 

canyon that has a chain-link fence and cement structure where a eucalyptus has fallen 
o Suggestions to remove chain-link fencing from storm drain and somehow make them 

more aesthetically pleasing. 14 of these structures are planned throughout the canyon. 
x Lloyd Russell is the developer of the building going in at this location and we may want to 

request his participation  
x There are renegade trails going down into the canyon from or near this location 
x This location is a possible spot for a bench and canyon overlook 

o Ranger brought up that a bench provides an opportunity for graffiti and trash 
o Suggestions for benches that are designed to deter transients from sleeping on them 
o Friends of Maple Canyon should develop a unified view on benches in/around the 

canyon- pro or con? 
o Possible to get someone to donate or fund benches in honor of someone 

x Suggestion to make the renegade trail here an official trail 
x Bowlby stated that we would need to find access point and study the trail before considering 

making it an official trail and asked Ranger if we could restore this right of way 
o Ranger said that it’s not unheard of and that the Open Space division could try to 

arrange with the Streets division to restore the right of way 
x Stakeholder brought up concern about taking out eucalyptus trees that provide sound and 

view buffers between streets and canyon 
o Bowlby clarified that large eucalyptus trees would not be removed, only saplings so that 

they don’t take over the whole slope. Bowlby explained that eucalyptus trees are non-
native, invasive and many are within the brush management zone.  If there were a fire 
in the crown of the eucalyptus trees it could be quite catastrophic. They also have 
shallow root systems and fall when they are on steep slopes causing damage.   

o Maple Canyon Friends Group should also come up with a stance on certain plants in 
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canyons 
o Support for both sides of the eucalyptus tree issue- are there tall native trees that could 

provide the same buffers and take the place of eucalyptus trees if they are removed? 
o Bowlby said yes and gave examples of large oak trees… While there are some oaks near 

the top, usually they would be at the bottom and not on the top of the slope 
o Stakeholders asked for a list of native trees/plants that could replace eucalyptus 

 
4) Added Location- Cactus Patch just South of Quince St. Bridge on 4th Ave. 

 

 
x This property is city owned 

x Tons of trash and signs of homeless activity 

x Suggestions for a possible park at this location 

x This location is incredibly steep for a trail and possibly redundant because of the nearby 
footbridge that leads to a trail directly across the canyon on west side  

x If a trail was built to the bottom of the canyon a small bridge to cross the stream could be 
installed 
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x Developing access at this area could discourage homeless activity 
 

5) 3rd Ave. North of Olive St. 

 

 

 

 

 

x Storm drain piping exposed out below 3rd Ave. dead end (as pictured in erosion control poster) 
x Renegade trail from here down into canyon 
x Lloyd Russell (developer of building going in) is having to do a lot of work on storm water and 

drainage issues so we could contact him to see how to handle the horrible erosion and storm 
drain issues at this location 

 

6) Olive Street Park 

 
x Park will have open views to Maple Canyon 
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x Possible trail from future park down in to Maple Canyon, but it would have to cross the stream 
and that could be expensive 

x Discussion about office parking/driveway and house’s yard being on city-owned property 

 

7) 2nd Ave. North of Nutmeg St. 

 
x Right of way at dead end of 2nd Ave. 
x Renegade trail below complex driveway going west into canyon, not very steep, could be 

possible access trail into canyon, a sidewalk could be added to stabilize trail entry 
 

8) Front St. North of Maple St. 

 
x There is a cement slab here that seems to be part of a storm drain  
x In the storm drain plans from the City this area is planned to have a lot of grading done to put 

in new storm drain infrastructure 
o This is an area of the canyon that will be most altered by City’s storm drain plans 
o There is some good native habitat within storm drain area- this needs to be protected 
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o Since there will already be grading and disturbance to this area would this be a possible 
good location for a trail? 

o Maple Canyon Friends should be a part of the planning and design process for the 
storm drain plans 

x There is a large oak tree at this location that is an example of what could replace eucalyptus 
trees 

x Suggestion to put in a picnic table or bench here to enjoy canyon overlook 
 

9) Waldo Waterman Park 

 

 
x Widely supported suggested trail at this location 

o This trail is not in the City’s plan for the park 

o There is currently a well-used renegade trail here where supported trail would go 

o Trial would need to go towards southern end of canyon and then have switchbacks 

o Ranger says this trail seems doable 
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10) Brant St. North of Laurel St. 

x Bowlby stated that this is a beautiful viewpoint and that the shrubs obstructing the view area 
are non-native acacia bushes that could be removed 

x Questions about if property is city owned or has a Right of Way 
 

11) Horton St. North of Laurel St. 

x Questions about the easement at this location 

o Need to talk to the condo complex at 2509 Horton St. about ownership and possible 
easement 

x Possible trail into canyon from this location 

 

12) Truax House Site (Union St. north of Laurel St.) 

 

 
x This property is all city-owned tax property- both Truax house and Spanish-style house next to 

it, as well as property below it 
x Truax house to become possible site of Lesbian/Gay historical importance   
x Lambda may create a museum/archive about the gay movement and AIDS epidemic in San 
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Diego 
o Possible office space for SD Canyonlands 
o Suggestion for affordable housing 

x Father Joe had previously had agreement with City to maintain house in exchange for being 
able to have offices here but the house was not maintained 

x Possible location for trail into canyon 
o Beautiful views and terminus of trail 
o Would create a connection to Little Italy and a spectacular entrance to Maple Canyon 

from southeast end 
o There are nearby parcels on the way to Little Italy that are planned to become parks 

that could make a great connection between Little Italy and Maple Canyon (near State 
St. and Laurel St.) 

x Land entitlement needs to be dug up  
x Need to talk to Todd Gloria’s office about not selling property 
x This property could be used as an educational site to demonstrate how to properly maintain 

and create an effective brush management zone using native plants and the property could 
provide an example of how a property could slow down, filter, and/or capture stormwater for 
landscaping uses; 

o Some stakeholders expressed their support for this idea 
o Create signage with map showing how canyon drains to San Diego Bay and the overall 

watershed connecting to San Diego Bay 
 
The next Stakeholder Meeting will be on Thursday, March 10th from 6:00pm-8:00pm in the Merrill 

Gardens Activity Room at 2567 Second Avenue, San Diego, 92103. 


