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Introduction 

Why Establish a “Friends Group” for Your Canyon? 
 

The resource values of our 200+ canyons and other open spaces are endless. The county of San Diego 
has more biodiversity and endangered species than any other county in the continental United States. 
In addition to being home to much of San Diego’s native biodiversity, San Diego’s canyons also provide 
nature classrooms and recreational opportunities to urban residents and youth. They can provide job 
opportunities restoring habitat, enhancing visual and physical access and rebuilding our “green 
infrastructure”. Canyons provide solutions to other environmental challenges, including filtration of 
polluted urban runoff and help solving flood and erosion control problems. Access to nature is a boost 
to our quality of life, and studies show the positive impact of nature on the mental, physical and 
emotional wellness of humans. 

 

 
 

The mission of San Diego Canyonlands (SDCL), a local non-profit organization, is to promote, protect 
and restore the natural habitats in San Diego County canyons by fostering education and ongoing 
community involvement in stewardship and advocacy as well as by collaborating with other 
organizations. The establishment of Friends Groups for individual canyons builds local 
ownership/stewardship and community pride. Once the Friends Group and broader community 
transform their neighborhood canyon from a neglected, dangerous place into an enjoyable “escape to 
nature”, opportunities to use the canyon for environment-based education and nature exploration 
arise. It is important to establish sustainable stewardship through Friends Groups for each canyon to 
maintain a local connection to nature for the enrichment and enjoyment of future generations. 

 

San Diegans love their neighborhood canyons. Friends Groups for dozens of canyons throughout the 
city and county have been established over the years - some have even existed for decades! Click here  
to find a map of San Diego watersheds, canyons and Friends Groups. San Diego Canyonlands provides 
services for Canyon Friends Groups to help them function effectively, efficiently, and sustainably to 
achieve their canyon enhancement goals. This guide is intended to show you how to start your own 
Friends Group for your local canyon. 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/FGHandbookDocs/sd_map_watersheds_friendsgroups_aug2007.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/sd_map_watersheds_friendsgroups_aug2007.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/sd_map_watersheds_friendsgroups_aug2007.pdf
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How to Use This Handbook 
Read the Entire Handbook 

Begin by reading through this entire handbook to get an overall idea of how the process of creating a 
Friends Group works and to learn what SDCL and other resources are at your fingertips. When viewing 
on your computer, you can take advantage of “live links” to our website that you can click to see the 
full document or webpage in question. These links are indicated in blue font, like this:  
www.sdcanyonlands.org. Also, we’ve listed many useful contacts and resources on the Friends Group 
portion of our website at www.sdcanyonlands.org, including links to many important documents. 

 

The process of building a Friends Group is pretty straightforward, and summarized in the following 
steps: 

 

1. Prepare 
2. Generate Interest & Awareness 
3. Develop Leadership 
4. Enhance Your Canyon! 

 
Do the Steps in Order 

There are some steps that should be done in order. For example, Step 1 contains information on how 
to research your canyon’s history and current issues, as well as its property owners. It is important to 
have this information before you begin outreach to build a Friends Group (covered in Step 2). 

 

 

Switzer Canyon (North Park), a restored urban canyon, with city skyline in the background. 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/
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Step 1:    Prepare 

Prepare to Create Your Friends Group 

 
The Research 

In preparation for creating your Friends Group, you will need to do a bit of research on your canyon. 
Find out if there is already a Friends Group associated with your canyon by checking the San Diego  
Canyons Coalition List. 

 

Find relevant information about the history of the canyon. Go to the www.Google.com search bar and 
type in the name of the canyon, then a comma, then the name of the city the canyon is in. Numerous 
websites might appear that shows information such as news, planned events, planned development, 
recent activities, even maps with trails, news, and plants/wildlife in the canyon area. You might find 
out what other groups or citizens are concerned with the canyon in question. 

 

Get a Copy of your Community Plan. 
It is important for you to be able to inform the canyon community of news and possible threats to the 
canyon (e.g. new paved road, enhanced utilities, etc.). The mention of a threat in your outreach 
materials will prove to be a catalyst for recruitment of Friends Group Members anxious to protect their 
neighborhood’s open space. Sign up with the City of San Diego’s departments to receive notices about 
development and maintenance activity that might affect your canyon area. Also, get a copy of the 
applicable community plan by finding it at the City’s Planning Division’s webpage. 

 

Determining the overall condition of the canyon is important so that you will have an idea of what 
types of projects you may want to undertake with your new Friends Group, or how to prioritize them 
(e.g. trash removal, addressing chronic dump sites, removing invasive weeds, etc.). You should know if 
it is accessible to the public and where the trails are (if any). You should investigate who owns the 
property falling in the canyon area and what underground infrastructure is there by requesting a 
reference map of your canyon area from San Diego Canyonlands. You should respect any “No 
Trespassing” signs, and may want to contact the property owner that posted the sign and get 
permission to cross their property line for any of your future planned events (tour, cleanup, etc.). 
Legal canyon entry point information can be found in the San Diego Canyonlands Master Canyons  
Location Information. 

 

When determining the condition of the canyon, you should take note of any safety issues, including 
any trash or hazardous waste (i.e. hypodermic needles, broken glass, debris with nails, etc.), unsafe 
trails, homeless encampments, areas of poison oak, rattlesnakes, etc. You should also be able to 
identify any areas that should not be disturbed, including nesting areas, wetlands, vernal pools or other 
sensitive habitat. Generally, if you stay on the maintained trail, you will avoid dangers and impacts to 
wildlife. 

 
Finally, work with San Diego Canyonlands to create a Canyon Enhancement Plan specific to your canyon, 
whereby a formal plan is created and recognized by the City manaing departments for canyon access, trails (and 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyons-friends-groups/groups-list
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-friends-groups/group-list
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-friends-groups/group-list
http://www.google.com/
http://www.sandiego.gov/directories/departments.shtml
http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/canyonlocationsmasterlist09f30.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/FGHandbookDocs/canyonlocationsmasterlist09f30.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/FGHandbookDocs/canyonlocationsmasterlist09f30.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/cep
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their possible improvements to deal with safety and erosion concerns), restoration areas and other 
enhancements. The CEP process can also deal with any necessary project permitting. Contact SDCL for 
more information about this program. 

 
 
 

 

Step 2:    Generate Interest & Awareness 

Prepare and Give a Guided Canyon Tour 

Preparing for Your Guided Tour 

A free guided tour of the canyon is a great way to build awareness, foster interest and recruit local 
people to be Friends Group members. Reaching out to the canyon neighborhood and canyon property 
owners is an important step in setting up a guided nature tour. This can be done by distributing flyers 
to every canyon-rim  property plus the surrounding neighborhood to  invite the  residents to  your 
planned tour. It’s also important to reach out to any schools (especially P.E. and science teachers), 
churches, recreation councils and other area groups with existing networks (it’s amazing what a few 
well-placed phone calls can do to get things started). On the flyer, make sure you include your contact 
information, the tour’s date, time, and meeting location, as well as some information about why the 
community should take interest in what is happening with their canyon. Flyer Distribution Instructions.  
Page with Flyer Example. 

 

If you are contacted by a property owner, let them know you intend to keep the guided tour on the 
trail or utility maintenance access path. Most often, once a property owner knows your intentions are 
to create a group to help clean up the canyon, watch over it and report problems, they will 
enthusiastically support your efforts. Still, an owner may object to you entering their property. If this 
happens, ask if they will show you where their property line is and let them know you will not enter 
their property. 

 

 
Tours are a great way to introduce people to your canyon. 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/flierdistributioninstructions.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
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Before you give a guided tour of the canyon, it is important to scope out the gathering location and the 
route of the tour. You will need enough area for as many as sixty people to gather safely off the street. 
While most people will walk to the site from their homes, make sure there is some nearby parking 
either on the street or an off-street location. 

 

When you are scoping out the tour route make sure that it is safe and take note of any key points of 
interest that you would want to highlight during the tour such as geological formations, streambed and 
erosion problems, sewer lines and laterals, view points, native plants and problematic non-native 
invasive plants, etc. 

 

Your turnout may be larger than expected, so make sure there are at least two people available to lead 
the tour (broken into manageable groups) who can talk about the canyon, the native and non-native 
plants, the wildlife, watershed, and so on. You can do this by contacting local environmental groups to 
find volunteers to act as tour guides. Various groups, including San Diego Canyonlands, the local 
chapters of the Sierra Club and California Native Plant Society, or the Natural History Museum  
Canyoneers will have knowledgeable volunteer tour guides that will be willing to help with your event. 

 
 

Community Outreach 

After you have figured out the route of your tour and the points of interest and who your guides will 
be, set a date. The date should be at least a three or four weeks out to have time to for outreach to the 
canyon neighborhood and broader community. Outreach will include distributing flyers to local 
residents door to door, (see/download sample flyer). Recruit volunteers such as your neighbors and 
friends to distribute the flyers door to door in all neighborhoods surrounding the canyon. You can also 
contact San Diego Canyonlands for volunteers if needed. You will usually distribute between 1,000 and 
1,800 flyers in the neighborhoods surrounding your canyon. 

 

Give your distributors a map (ask SDCL for a custom one) showing the blocks they will cover as well as  
flyer delivery instructions.  Distribute/post flyers at local businesses, recreation centers, libraries, 
churches, etc. and on store windows and bulletin boards. After the distribution, collect any extra flyers 
and maps and make sure you know that all blocks were covered, especially every canyon-rim home. It 
is helpful to have volunteers highlight each street within their circled territory that they covered.  All 
of your flyers should be delivered between one and three weeks before the event date. 

 

You (or a more digitally-inclined volunteer) should also take advantage of social media like email and 
Facebook to do outreach for your tour and subsequent events. We also recommend you contact SDCL 
to have us post your events on our Events Calendar, a resource that volunteers throughout the City use 
regularly. We can also help by sharing your events via our Facebook and Twitter following. Also, 
putting a notice of the tour in the local paper (which usually requires at least a couple of weeks of 
notice) will help bring out more people. It should look something like this: 

 

 

Join us on a FREE guided tour of XYZ Canyon, Saturday morning, [date] 9:00am to 11:30am. 

Enjoy a morning walk as you learn about the canyon’s native plants, animals, invasive plants, 

and water quality. Find out what you can do to help care for this important place! Meet at the 

corner of XXX and YYY Streets, in the XXXX block of XXX Street. Meet near the gate to the canyon. 

Wear sunscreen, sturdy, closed-toed shoes and a hat. Bring water. Contact [Your Name] at 

[Phone & email] for more information. See you there! 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/
http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/home/index.asp
http://www.cnpssd.org/
http://www.sdnhm.org/education/naturalists-of-all-ages/canyoneer-hikes/
http://www.sdnhm.org/education/naturalists-of-all-ages/canyoneer-hikes/
http://www.sdnhm.org/education/naturalists-of-all-ages/canyoneer-hikes/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/flierdistributioninstructions.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/events
https://www.facebook.com/sandiegocanyonlands
https://twitter.com/sdcanyonlands
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Also conduct outreach to members of like-minded organizations such as the Sierra Club and Audubon 

Society. You can contact these organizations and ask if they will send an e-mail to their members in the 

same zip code of the canyon or work with you to mail an invitational postcard to target members. 

Outreach to parents through the local schools (by sending children home with flyers) is also a handy 

way to reach out and generate awareness, but often requires approval by the school. Link to San Diego  

School District “School Finder”. 

 
The Day of the Tour 

On the day of the tour, arrive early. Have a table set up with relevant brochures on invasive plant  

species, canyon wildlife or bird lists if available, fire safety, and sign-in sheets and liability waivers on  

clipboards. It’s very important to get contact information at this point in order to get people to the 

following organizational meeting. Consider supplying water, snacks and sun block. Be sure that 

everyone signs the “Friends Group” sign in sheet and the liability waiver. 

 
Make sure to take a couple of minutes to welcome everyone, introduce yourself and deliver a few 

opening remarks. Keep it short and start the walk promptly. Click here to read some important bullets  

regarding the resource and community values of canyons. Remember that you can make these points 

during the tour as well (it will likely be more quiet in the canyon if your meeting place is along a busy 

road). 

 

When giving the tour go over the importance of the natural open spaces and the eco-systems 

contained within the canyon. Stop by a streambed and mention water quality benefits. Some ideas to 

include are: 

 
1. The value/use of the canyon for passive recreation, which includes activities such as hiking, 

jogging, dog walking, and bird/wildlife watching. Keep in mind that improvements which 
increase human access, while desirable in many canyons, should strive to protect the natural 
resource values and the needs of wildlife. 

http://old.sandi.net/schoolfinder/
http://old.sandi.net/schoolfinder/
http://old.sandi.net/schoolfinder/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/sdcanyonlandsmissionprogrambulletsandcanyonresourcevalues.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/FGHandbookDocs/sdcanyonlandsmissionprogrambulletsandcanyonresourcevalues.pdf
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/FGHandbookDocs/sdcanyonlandsmissionprogrambulletsandcanyonresourcevalues.pdf
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2. The physical benefits and the visual and psychological relief our canyons provide are well 
researched and documented. These islands of open space are an escape to nature from an 
otherwise completely urbanized environment. Residents and visitors appreciate viewing San 
Diego’s natural landforms, habitats and wildlife. This visual treat helps sooths the mind and 
relieves the stress of modern living with its fast pace and information overload. 

 
3. These open areas are also great educational opportunities. They provide nature classrooms 

and access to nature for youth and adults alike. Studies show that our children learn better in a 
natural, outdoor setting than within the walls of a traditional classroom.  Like San Diego’s 
schools, the canyons are scattered throughout the  city providing nearby opportunities for 
schools to establish a nature-based programs. There is so much for our urban youth to learn 
from the canyons themselves including: human and natural history, biology and the study of 
our many endangered and threatened species, archeology/paleontology, geology and the 
emerging science of watershed management. The canyons are a classroom for water quality 
monitoring and testing and solution-oriented study. Schools could establish native plant 
gardens to assist with canyon restoration projects. 

 
4. When mentioning the values of species and wildlife conservation, mention that San Diego 

County has more biodiversity, and more endangered and threatened species that any other 
county on the continental USA. Many of our endangered habitats, on which many species 
depend, are found in the canyons such as the riparian woodlands that follow the streams 
through the canyons. Some canyons serve as important wildlife corridors connecting habitat 
areas, and others are important stop-over locations for mobile and migrating species. 
Protecting and restoring these open spaces is critical to the survival of some wildlife in our 
region. 

 
5. The importance of water quality and watershed health. The water quality benefits associated 

with canyons includes the native, canyon vegetation which has deep root systems that absorb, 
filter and breakdown pollutants from urban runoff and storm-water. The vegetation is cleaning 
the water before it gets to our beaches. Also urban storm-water runoff that is being funneled 
into canyons from our streets is increasing the erosion of the streams and canyon slopes and 
thus increasing sedimentation pollution to our coastal waters. Urban redevelopment should be 
seeking innovative ways to reduce or slow down the flow of this runoff through the canyons. 

 
It’s important to try to connect with as many of your guests as possible to build relationships. Create a 
contact list from the tour attendees and anyone else who has expressed interest. With this contact list 
you’ll be able to move on to the next step: organizing a meeting to develop leadership for your canyon. 
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Step 3:    Develop Leadership 

Organize a Meeting & Develop Friends Group Leadership 
 

Prepare for the Meeting. 
When identifying a meeting location, try to hold it near the canyon, preferably in a public, free area. 

However, if you expect twelve or fewer people, a neighborhood home might be very convenient. 

When setting the date, make sure the key people can be there such as those that have expressed an 

interest in helping and any experts or rangers you can muster to answer questions and guide the 

group. It is best if you can visit the canyon before the meeting with your local ranger and/or a 

restoration consultant to identify achievable tasks for the Friends Group. Bring that information to the 

meeting. Ask San Diego Canyonlands for a reference for a volunteer restoration consultant if you need 

one. Then draft an agenda. 

 
Outreach to the Community. 
To get a good turnout for the meeting, invite everyone who came to the tour as well as anyone else 

who has expressed interest. This can be done by emailing everyone, but always use the blind cc (bcc) 
function to protect people’s email address privacy. In the email include a draft agenda and ask if 

anyone has additional agenda items. Send the email at least a couple of weeks in advance, and follow 

up with phone calls about a week in advance. This is important because people have so many means of 

communication that an e-mail may not be seen. 

 
If you are using a public place for the meeting, distribute and post flyers at local businesses, recreation 

centers, libraries, churches, etc. that are in the area. If you are having the meeting at a neighbor’s 

home, do not give the meeting location on the flyers, but give the contact information and require an 

RSVP. This gives you an opportunity to screen attendees. 

 
Hold the Meeting! 
Some things to try to accomplish in a first meeting include: 

 
1. Taking notes (or enroll a volunteer to take notes) for later distribution to the Friends 

Group list. This will help document goals, assigned tasks, plans and dates. 

2. Get people involved. You can have people talk about their vision for the canyon and 

why they are interested, as well as what ideas they have and what problems or issues 

they would like to see addressed. 

3. Share responsibilities with people by asking them to take on functions of the group, 

including planning and arranging meetings and canyon events, taking and distributing 

notes, maintaining the contact list and notifying people on the contact list (by email 

and/or phone) of upcoming events. Someone could also be in charge of outreach and 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
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volunteer recruitment, which includes distributing flyers, making contact with 

businesses, local organizations, schools and newspapers. Someone should also receive 

and track agendas for town council or planning group or city council meetings to stay on 

top of relevant meetings and issues that may affect the canyon area. 

4. Plan the next event. This could be a restoration event, a tour, a meeting, or an event to 

educate homeowners about some issues. Establish a date and location for the next 

meeting. 

5. It is important to establish routine canyon stewardship event dates. When you have 

routine events, San Diego Canyonlands can easily support your events by advertising 

them on the website and by injecting additional volunteers. These volunteers could be 

high school students seeking community service credits, or corporations getting their 

employees involved in the community. San Diego Canyonlands can steer volunteers to 

Friends Groups to help them achieve their enhancement goals. Also, hosting your 

canyon as a site through “I Love a Clean San Diego’s” Creek to Bay (April) or Coastal 

Cleanup day (September) could be an ideal first stewardship event, since ILACSD 

provides basic training and resources including advertising and outreach  materials, 

tools, first aid kits, trash bags, gloves, dumpsters, waivers, etc. 

 
 

Step 4:    Begin Enhancing Your Canyon! 
Start Your Project. 
A preliminary evaluation of the condition of your canyon or creek should be completed with the help 

of your local ranger and/or restoration consultant. Then you will have a good idea of what 

improvements and projects your Friends Group can undertake. You must have the concurrence of the 

city ranger on city property or other property owner (if not city property) before you begin any work. 

The ranger can help you accomplish the goals or give you and your group direction. Things to consider 

when beginning a project: 

 
1. Mapping invasive and non-native plants (this requires a knowledgeable consultant, or ranger, 

or an intern) San Diego Canyonlands has an Internship Program that may be resourceful for 

you. Also check the San Diego Canyonlands Canyon Enhancement Planning (CEP) Guide. 

2. Identifying endangered and threatened species, which also requires a knowledgeable 

consultant. 

3. Identify problems such as trash, encampments, invasive plant species, streambed erosion, etc. 

4. Identify solutions. This should be done with the consultation of public agencies that will be 

interested in what you are doing. Some public agencies include the City of San Diego Waste  
Water Department (if restoring habitat near sewer lines), park rangers, and the US Fish &  
Wildlife Service (for major projects greater than an acre or if impacting any native vegetation). 

http://www.ilacsd.org/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/canyon-enhancement-guide
http://www.sandiego.gov/mwwd/
http://www.sandiego.gov/mwwd/
http://www.sandiego.gov/mwwd/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/
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Afte 

Note that restoration projects near or in existing habitat should be conducted outside of 
nesting season, March 15 – September 15 every year. 

 
Restoration Projects. 
Check out the San Diego Canyonlands Habitat Restoration 101 Manual. This document demonstrates 

how to go about removing invasive non-native plants, planting native plants, and stabilizing 

streambeds. Also check out the San Diego Canyonlands Canyon Enhancement Planning Guide for 

comprehensive, thorough planning methods for trails, access, restoration, signage, and other 

enhancements to your canyon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A canyon slope at Switzer Canyon (North Park) before (left) and after (right) Friends Group efforts to 

rBesetofroeraedegraded canyon slope covered with invasive Chrysanthemum into healthy California Coastal 

Sage Scrub habitat, with a marquis at the top showing a map of trails and other helpful information. 
 
 

 
 

 
Swan Canyon (City Heights) before and after Friends Group efforts to restore a degraded canyon slope. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
After 

Before 

http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/habitat-restoration-101
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/canyon-enhancement-guide
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If at any point someone comes across injured wildlife (either during a tour or project), please contact 

an authorized animal rehabilitation center like Project Wildlife to find out what to do. Under federal 

and state law it is illegal for anyone to injure, harass, kill, or possess a bird of prey. Licensed 

rehabilitators are the only people legally permitted to transport and keep wildlife. 

 
Educational Opportunities 

Getting youth involved in the canyon or creek project from an educational angle will benefit the overall 

goals of awareness, appreciation and stewardship. Kids can help with clean ups and habitat 

restoration and participate in enjoyable, hands on learning opportunities. Kids like to return to the 

canyons and visit and nurture the native plants they have planted. 

 
San Diego Canyonlands has helped to develop several youth programs over the years including 

partnerships with the San Diego Audubon Society, the Ocean Discovery Institute’s Kids in Canyons 

program, which meets California standards for fourth grade and middle school students, and the San  

Diego Natural History Museum’s OutdoorExplore! program, a nature exploration opportunity for kids in 

after school programs. Another program established by San Diego Canyonlands is a Canyon Community 

Service Program, where middle and high school students earn necessary community service hours by 

helping with stewardship and restoration events. Click here to learn more about examples of 

opportunities to get youth involved with your canyon projects. 

 
Of course, education doesn’t have to be targeted to our eager young minds of tomorrow – you should 

always work to educate nearby homeowners about making the habitat in their backyard more native, 

and friendly to native wildlife, especially the residents who border the area you are trying to restore. 

 
Free Resources for Cleanups and Weeds Removal 
The annual Creek to Bay Cleanup event is the 3rd Saturday of April and the California Coastal Cleanup 

Day is the 3rd Saturday in September every year. These events are sponsored by I Love A Clean San  

Diego and San Diego Coastkeeper and they provide free dumpster service, trash bags, equipment, and 
volunteer recruitment and outreach for your event if you enroll as a “Site Captain” for your canyon. 
Visit ILACSD for more information about how to become a Site Captain and to register your canyon as a 

“cleanup site” for those events. Or, if you choose another date for your event, you can contact the city  
Environmental Service Department for dumpster coordination and for hauling. 

 
For protocol on how to approach the issue of homeless encampments in your canyon, see the 

important contacts sheet available at SDCL’s Friends Group Resources page. For safety issues like how 

to deal with glass, needles, encampments, poison oak, rattle snakes, and other hazards you encounter 

in your canyon, see the safety list on the same page. 

 
Pesticides are often a must when battling invasive plant species. Use of pesticides on city-owned 

properties is strictly regulated and there must be a CA Qualified Herbicide Applicator (QAC) present to 

http://www.projectwildlife.org/
http://www.sandiegoaudubon.org/
http://www.oceandiscoveryinstitute.org/
http://www.sdnhm.org/
http://www.sdnhm.org/
http://www.sdnhm.org/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/programs/youth-programs
http://www.ilacsd.org/
http://www.ilacsd.org/
http://www.ilacsd.org/
http://www.sdcoastkeeper.org/
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
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lead  any  herbicide  application.  This  can  be  coordinated  with  the  appropriate  City  Ranger  or 

Department. Contact San Diego Canyonlands for references to QAC volunteers. 

 
Also keep in mind other local organizations such as: 

San Diego Coastkeeper: www.sdcoastkeeper.org 

San Diego Audubon Society: www.sandiegoaudubon.org 

California Native Plant Society, San Diego Chapter: www.cnpssd.org 

San Diego Natural History Museum Canyoneers: www.sdnhm.org/canyoneers 
 
 
 
 

Useful Contacts & Resources 
San Diego Canyonlands 

We can act as your hub for information and support. Our comprehensive website is loaded 

with useful information. 

Web: www.sdcanyonlands.org 

Tel: (619) 284-9399 

 
To view the history and for an in-depth understanding of the efforts of San Diego 
Canyonlands: http://www.ucsd.tv/search-details.aspx?showID=11486 

 

To post events on San Diego Canyonlands web Events Calendar, contact: 
Eric Bowlby at eric@sdcanyonlands.org 

 

Canyon Friends Group Resources & Forms 
Perhaps most useful to you, SDCL has a webpage that contains dozens of useful templates, forms, 

handouts, waivers, and other useful materials for your group, many of which can be edited to suit your 

needs. Go here: www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-  

and-forms 
 

Here’s a sample list of forms you can find at this webpage: 
 
 

 
About San Diego Canyonlands Programs 

Canyon Enhancement Planning Guide 

Canyon Habitat Restoration 101 Manual 

Canyon Locations Master List 

Community Planning Group Contacts 

Safety Rules To Announcements At Canyon/Creek 
Events 

San Diego Canyonlands Programs & Open Space 
Resource Values (Bullets & Details) 

Sample Agenda for Friends Group Meeting 

http://www.sdcoastkeeper.org/
http://www.sandiegoaudubon.org/
http://www.cnpssd.org/
http://www.sdnhm.org/canyoneers
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/
http://www.ucsd.tv/search-details.aspx?showID=11486
mailto:eric@sdcanyonlands.org
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/canyon-groups/canyon-group-resources/other-resources-and-forms
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Flyer Distribution Instructions 

Map of City of SD Canyons, Friends Groups & 
Watersheds 

Protocol for flyer approval from San Diego Unified 
School District (For student take-home) 

Park and Recreation Citizen Advisory Committees or 
Rec. Councils 

Pest Plants Brochure (Photos of Plants Considered To 
Be Pests or Invasive) 

Pest Plants, Short List 

Poison Oak Photos/Brochure 

Pesticide and Ice Plant Info Sheet (Handout) 

Canyon Neighborhood Street Map 

Sample Canyon Tour Event Flyer (Spanish and English) 

Friends Group Member Data Sheet (Excel) 

Sample Friends Group Sign Up Form 

High School Community Service Event Form (WORD) 

Important Contacts Sheet (Note: Valid Info as of Aug. 
2011) 

Youth Events Information Sheet (To send home with 
students) 

Adult Sign-In Liability Waiver Form(s) 

Youth Participation Permission and Waiver of Liability 
Form 

Forma de Participacion (Jovenes) en Espanol 

 
To Find Knowledgeable Volunteer Tour Guides 

 

Sierra Club (San Diego Chapter)  
http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/home/index.asp?content=office 
(858)569-6005 

 
San Diego Natural History Museum Canyoneers 
http://www.sdnhm.org/ 
(619)232-3821 

 
 

To Recruit Volunteers: 
 

Volunteer Match: www.volunteermatch.org 
I Love A Clean San Diego http://ilacsd.org/ 

 

 
To Obtain Approval for an Event on City “Open Space” Property: 

City of San Diego Park & Rec Dept’s Open Space Division: (619) 235-5262 
 

 
City of San Diego Contacts 

 
Environmental Services: http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services 

 

Park & Recreation, Open Space Division (clean-up projects, etc.) 
www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation 
Report Illegal Dumping, Etc.: (619) 685-1350 

 
City Council Meetings and Agendas: http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil  (619) 236-6440 

http://sandiego.sierraclub.org/home/index.asp?content=office
http://www.sdnhm.org/
http://www.volunteermatch.org/
http://ilacsd.org/
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services
http://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation
http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil
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City Clerk: www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk  (619) 533-4000 
 

Planning Division (Community Plans): http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/ 
 

Water & Sewer: http://www.sandiego.gov/water/gen-info/ 
 

 

Injured Animals 
Project Wildlife: www.projectwildlife.org (619) 225-9453 

 
For animal specific rehabilitation centers: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/WIL/rehab/facilities.html 
(California Department of Fish & Game - San Diego is Region 5) 

 
Sky Hunters (Lakeside): (877)-759-4868 (Raptors) 

 
Fund For Animals (Ramona): (760)-789-2324 ( Bobcats, coyotes, skunks, raptors) 

 
Hummingbird Rescue Center (Chula Vista):  (619)-420-5156 (Hummingbirds only) 

 
Other 

 

What plants help bird species?: Flyway Cities Coalition Top 10 Native Plants 
 

To view the US Fish and Wildlife Species Report for San Diego County:  
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/countySearch!speciesByCountyReport.action?fips=06073 
(760) 431-9440 (US Fish and Wildlife, Carlsbad Office) 

 
Endangered Species 

To view or search for endangered species in California: www.fws.gov/endangered/ 
 

Native Plants & Animals (Southern California)  
http://www.californiachaparral.com 

  www.cnpssd.org/  
http://polyland.calpoly.edu/topics/florafauna/studentsites/2004b/ 

 

Environmentally-Friendly Gardening Techniques & Plants: 
www.cnpssd.org/horticulture/index.html 

 
 
 
 
 

 
End 

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk
http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/
http://www.sandiego.gov/water/gen-info/
http://www.projectwildlife.org/
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/WIL/rehab/facilities.html
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/WIL/rehab/facilities.html
http://www.skyhunters.org/home.html
http://www.fundwildlife.org/
http://www.sdcanyonlands.org/images/pdfs/fcc%20top%2010%20plant%20list_flyer.pdf
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/countySearch!speciesByCountyReport.action?fips=06073
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/
http://www.californiachaparral.com/
http://www.cnpssd.org/
http://polyland.calpoly.edu/topics/florafauna/studentsites/2004b/
http://polyland.calpoly.edu/topics/florafauna/studentsites/2004b/
http://www.cnpssd.org/horticulture/index.html

